made a number of practical changes necessary. The executive powere was now transferred from the Danish Government to the Danish Governor of the Faroe Islands, and a form of legislative power was transferred to the "Logting"; nevertheless, the governor had the right of veto.
With the end of the war in May, 1945, there was general agreement both in Denmark and the Faroe Islands that there could be no question of a return to the constitutional status which existed prior to the outbreak of war, and that changes were necessary. There was, however, no agreement on the form of these changes. Discussions took place between the Danish Government and representatives of the "Logting" which resulted in the Danish Government putting forward a proposal for a new constitution for the Faroe Islands. This proposal was debated in the "Logting", but failed to get majority approval; nor was any other proposal capable of getting a majority. It was, therefore, decided to hold a plebiscite. This was held on the 14th of September, 1946. The voters were given two questions to choose between: .
1. Do you want the Danish proposal to be put into force? 2. Do you want the Faroe Islands to be independent of Denmark?
This was the first time the Faroese nation was allowed to take a decision on its political status. This plebiscite, for which the Danish Government had given prior approval, resulted in a majority in favour of independence. The result caused concern in Denmark, and in an attempt to reverse this decision the King was advised to dissolve the "Logting" and have writs issued for a new election. The majority in this newly elected "Logting" was against separation from Denmark, which the plebiscite had favoured, and therefore new discussions were started to try to find a compromise solution. After prolonged negotiations a majority in the "Logting"and the Danish Government managed to reach agreement on a constitution. This new constitution came into force on the lst of April, 1948, having been approved by the "Logting" and by the Danish Parliament, but without a new plebiscite.
This act is a Danish act, according to which the Faroe Islands are acknowledged to be "a self-governing community within the Kingdom of Denmark". The chief organs of government are the elected body, the "Logting" (Parliament) and the "Landsstyri" (Government), the administrative authority, which is elected by the "Logting". These governing bodies can take over legislative and administrative authority in what are regarded as specifically Faroese affairs, provided that financial responsibility is also accepted. These specifically Faroese affairs fall into two catagories, list A specifies those sectors which can be transferred to the Faroese without negotiation, and list B specifies those sectors which require negotiation, and the agreement of the Danish Government.
Over the years attempts have been made to alter the Self-government Act. Some of the most important will be touched on briefly.
1. As soon as the Act came into force a number of the sectors specified in list A were taken over by the Faroese. Since then repeated attempts have been made to take over further sectors, but except in the case of a few unimportant matters there has not been a majority for these proposals in the "Legting".
2. It has also been proposed that negotiations be taken up with the Danish authorities regarding sectors specified in list B; these are:
